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The theme of RaPAL's 2008
conference was Inclusion and
Engagement in Adult Literacy,
Numeracy and ESOL and it took
place in June at the National
University of Ireland, Galway. It
was RaPAL's largest conference
to date, with 150 delegates
attending from the Republic of
Ireland, Scotland, Northern
Ireland, England, Canada, New
Zealand, South Africa, and
Australia. The inclusive nature
of the conference and of RaPAL
itself was evident in the variety
of workshops on offer. Some
focused mainly on practice,
some mainly on research. Some
provided delegates with an
opportunity for reflection, others
encouraged more active
involvement. One or two, we
are told, even became quite
rowdy! We think this variety is
also reflected in the content of
the contributions to this issue of
the journal, as well as in the
range of formats and styles the
writers have chosen.

marked the start of what we
hope will be a long and close
association with many
colleagues in Ireland. It also
represented an ending, because
it was the occasion on which we
said goodbye to one of our
founder members, Roz Ivanic,
who retired in the summer. Roz
gave the closing keynote
address, the text of which is
printed here. Her 'OPQ of a Life
in RaPAL' contains some moving
personal reflections and
reaffirms powerfully for all of us
what we stand for and why we
do what we do. We would like
to thank Roz on behalf of all
RaPAL members, past and
present, for her friendship,
support and inspiration over the
years and to wish her a long,
healthy and happy retirement.
Finally we would like to say
thank you to everyone who has
written in this issue of the
journal; reading the
contributions has reminded us
again of what an enjoyable and
successful conference it was.

This conference represented the
beginning of a new phase for
RaPAL: it was our first
conference outside the UK and it
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