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What we do
• campaign for the rights of adults to have access to the full range of literacies in their lives
• critique current policy and practice where it is based on simplistic notions of literacy as skill
• emphasise the importance of social context in literacy
• encourage collaborative and reflective research
• believe in democratic practices in adult literacy
• create networks by organising events (including an annual conference) to contribute to
national debate
• publish a journal three times a year
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are new to the field or if you have not written for a publication before. This Journal is
written by and for all learners, tutors and researchers who want to ask questions
about this field of work. It does not matter if the questions have been asked before.
We want to reflect the many voices within adult literacy and numeracy work and to
encourage debate. Why not join in?
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CONFERENCE 2006

As you will see from the articles,
photographs and comments throughout this
issue, the 2006 RaPAL Conference on
Transforming Literacies was regarded as an
outstanding success. Conference started
earlier, finished later and opened with a
challenging and, for some, controversial
keynote address by Liam Kane of Glasgow
University. A choice from over twenty
workshops was available over the 2 days,
followed by reflective circles to share
feedback. For the first time at Conference
we took time to consider what we wanted
from RaPAL and the results of this
consultation will be available shortly. Also
innovative were Jan Nimmo's banner-

making workshop, during which delegates
produced a banner to celebrate 21 years of
RaPAL, and Graeme Ogilvy's cartoons which
highlighted delegates’ comments and
thoughts as the Conference progressed.
And somewhere in this busy schedule we
managed to find time for a lovely
Conference dinner and a fast-moving
ceilidh. The Celtic Conference connection
continues this year and we are sure that the
2007 Conference in Belfast in June will be
equally successful and enjoyable. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Fiona Macdonald
and Deirdre Parkinson
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